
 

 

Five per cent of public in favour of huge rail 
depot near Northampton 

NICK SPOORS 

04 May 2016 

Plans for a huge rail depot near Northampton have so far been supported by five per cent of visitors 
to a public consultation event. 

The eight million square foot site between, Blisworth and Milton Malsor, would create 8,000 jobs, 
developers Ashfield Land claim. 

But the first in a series of eight consultation events, at the Walnut Tree Inn in Blisworth, saw only 8 out 
of 142 people who gave their views to Stop Rail Central campaigners say it was a good idea. 

Objections ranged from the wiping out of views across open fields to added traffic on the A43 and the 
lack of demand for logistics jobs in South Northamptonshire. 

Mark Redding, of Stop Rail Central said there was a general feeling of anti-climax as many specific 
questions could not be answered. 

He said: “Very basic details which determine the viability of this development such as available rail 
capacity and the ability of the road network to deal with the extra traffic are still not in the public 
domain. 

“Landscaping consultants were asking the community how best they can make this massive 
development palatable by building mounds and planting trees without even giving them an idea of 
what they are trying to screen.” 

The developer said a total of 200 people visited the Walnut Tree exhibition. 

Claire Cope, from Ashfield Land said: “Through feedback on specific topics like landscaping, access 
& transport, and overall design, we hope to hear more from the community so we can balance 
national need with local impact and make the overall plans for Rail Central the best they can be.” 

Read more: http://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/five-per-cent-of-public-in-favour-of-huge-rail-
depot-near-northampton-1-7363252#ixzz47gNmnt6V 
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Vast rail depot plan on the outskirts of 
Northampton ‘to gift open space’ 

 

NICK SPOORS 
28 April 2016 

Developers behind the eight million square foot rail depot in rural 

Northamptonshire have said the scheme could ‘create new open space’. 
The claim is made in documents released today by Ashfield Land as part of a public 

consultation into the proposed Rail Central site between Milton Malsor and Blisworth. 



 

It reveals a new annotated map of the huge warehouses that would be 

constructed to handle freight from across the world. 

It also suggests ways to mitigate the impact on the villages and suggests 

that loss of public rights of way could be off-set. 

Ashfield Land says:“You may be concerned that there will be impacts on existing public rights 

of way or other community facilities, and feel that this should be mitigated by the creation of 

new footpaths or a new area of open space or a country park, or new community facilities.” 

Villagers yesterday labelled the suggestions “comical”. Max Darby, of the Stop Rail Central 

campaign group, said: “Are they really saying they will insert a vast depot on open 

countryside and then offer to create some open space. It’s ridiculous.” 

Elsewhere in the documents, other possible additions to the site are suggested, such as a new 

hotel and public house / restaurant. 

A “an on-site science / engineering training and innovation centre” that would potentially 

encourage people to consider careers in engineering or logistics is also mentioned. 

The first public exhibition of the consultation documents is today (Thursday) between noon 

and 8pm at The Walnut Tree Inn in Blisworth. 

Ashfield Land has for the first time given examples of how freight would move on and off the 

Rail Central site. 

It says a train of containers may arrive from mainland Europe or even China, with goods for 

the UK. 

Others may come from rail-connected factories elsewhere in the UK or Europe. 

Goods bound for destinations outside the Midlands are then moved out by road or rail, with 

those to places further afield eg to Scotland or the South East moving by rail. 

 
Read more: http://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/null/vast-rail-depot-plan-on-the-outskirts-of-
northampton-to-gift-open-space-1-7354237#ixzz47gPwGea8 
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RAIL CENTRAL 
CONSULTATIONS GET 
UNDERWAY 
 28th Apr 2016  Midlands 

 

The first in a series of public consultations on the proposed Rail Central, a 
major new rail and logistics hub in Northamptonshire which could bring 
8,000 jobs to the region, will take place today (28 April 2016). 



 

Insider revealed in December that work was underway 
on the preparation of plans for Rail Central, which will act 
as a strategic rail freight interchange where the West 
Coast Mainline meets the Northampton Loop Line. 

If approved, it will be built on land at Arm Farm between Milton Malsor and 
Blisworth. 

The first of eight consultations will take place at the Walnut Tree Inn in 
Blisworth. Consultations will also take place in Milton Malsor, Collingtree, 
Roade and Towcester between now and 21 May. 

Members of the public will have until 30 September to submit comments on 
the plans. 

James Digby of Rail Central said: "With the public exhibitions starting today 
and running for the next three weeks, we’re keen to ensure that people who 
want to find out more and get involved can do exactly that.  

"The public exhibitions are an important part of the overall consultation 
programme which will help inform the proposals we ultimately submit." 
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Consultation into Northamptonshire 

rail depot begins 
A public consultation gets underway today on plans for a controversial new rail 

depot in Northamptonshire. 

Rail Central want to build the rail depot on a 700 acre site between Milton Malsor 

and Blisworth. 

28 Apr 2016 

Consultation into Northamptonshire rail depot begins 

 

Public consultation begins over plans to build new rail depot in Northamptonshire Credit: ITV News 
Anglia 

A public consultation gets underway today (28 April) on plans for a controversial new rail 

depot in Northamptonshire. 

http://www.itv.com/news/anglia/update/2016-04-28/consultation-into-northamptonshire-rail-depot-begins/


 

Rail Central want to build the rail depot on a 700 acre site between 

Milton Malsor and Blisworth. 

People living in the area say it would cause traffic problems and ruin 

the countryside but the developers say it will create 8,000 jobs. 

The plans for Rail Central will go on show from today until 21 May. 

RAIL CENTRAL CONSULTATIONS EXTENDED Insider Media Limited, 16 September 2016, Storm 
Rannard 

 

The public consultation on proposals for Rail Central, a new hub in Northamptonshire that could bring 
8,000 jobs to the region, has been extended. 

If approved, Rail Central will be constructed at Arm Farm between Milton Malsor and Blisworth. It will 
form a strategic rail freight interchange (SRFI) where the West Coast Mainline meets the Northampton 
Loop Line. 

Initial consultations on the blueprint kicked off in April 2016 and fresh plans that had been tweaked as 
a result of the feedback were released last month. 

Developer Ashfield Land has now extended the public's deadline by three weeks, with consultations 
now running until 21 October. 

Further information on the plans will be unveiled at a phase two consultation, which is expected to 
take place early next year. A Development Consent Order (DCO) application is scheduled to be made 
in summer 2017. 
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Public consultation into vast rail depot near Northampton is extended by 
three weeks Northampton Chronicle, Nick Spoors, 16 September 2016 

Residents in Northamptonshire will have further time to take part in the ongoing consultation 
on Rail Central, the proposed new strategic rail freight interchange near Northampton.  The 
Phase One community consultation period now extends until Friday 21 October.  

The rail depot is proposed for land between Milton Malsor and Blisworth and many villagers are 
opposed to it.  

The Phase One community consultation was due to end on September 30 but the period will now 
extend until Friday, October 21.  

A spokesman for developers Ashfield Land: "We've done this in response to requests for additional 
time to view our more recent materials and so that people wanting to provide feedback have more 
time for sending in their comments."  

Supplementary information and artists impressions were published in August, including a photograph 
that villagers complained was taken from an angle intended to obscure the overlaid 27-foot high crane 
behind some trees.  

Rail Central is a proposed major new logistics and distribution hub between Milton Malsor and 
Blisworth that would effectively join the latter to Northampton.  

Subject to permission being granted to build Rail Central, the earliest potential start of construction 
would be in 2019.  

Residents of both villages and environment minister Andrea Leadsom are concerned about the loss of 
eight million square feet of rural land, with some houses set to be in the middle of a vast industrial 
estate.  

Ashfield Land said the project could create 8,000 jobs.  

The developer launched the Phase One consultation in April and held a series of public exhibitions, 
inviting people and the community to provide feedback on the draft plans that could support the 
ongoing design process.  

Feedback can be provided online at the project website, www.railcentral.com, or in writing (by email 
or letter) to Rail Central by the new deadline.  

Phase Two consultation – at which more detailed information will be presented for consultation and 
feedback – is scheduled for early 2017.  

Following the completion of Phase Two consultation and all technical work, a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application is scheduled to be made in summer 2017.  
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